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NOTES FROM THE CHAIR

It's certainly been a year of transition, and the landscape of
Muskingum will look rather different as we close out this
academic year and move into the next. We are saying goodbye
to many long-time faculty members: Dr. Harsha Abeyaratne,
Prof. Mary Schlacks, and Dr. Laura Schumann in Music; Prof.
Morgan Free and Prof. Yan Sun in Art; Dr. Debbie Phillips in
Communication; Prof. Michael Carvaines and Broadcast
Engineer Mark Bohach in Media. It is also with a heavy heart
that | announce that | have taken a position as Academic Dean
at Arapahoe Community College in Colorado, close to where |
grew up and where my extended family and many friends still
live. | am excited for the opportunity for my career and my
family, grateful for the opportunities I've had at Muskingum, but
sad to leave friends and colleagues in Ohio. Dr. Daniel Strychacz
will take over as Chair of Music and Dr. Tom German will take
over as Chair of Art and Design (joining Prof. Cassie King as Chair
of Communication, Media, and Theatre). Despite these many
changes, | am proud of the work my colleagues and | have done
over the past few years and look forward to seeing where the
programs go from here. The Arts at Muskingum are thriving and
will continue to thrive, with your support, for years to come.
Please join me in expressing gratitude to those who have
devoted so much time and care to creating opportunities for our
students. We wish them all the best as they step into new
chapters, thank them for all they’ve done, and reiterate how
much they will be missed.

With warm regards,

Dr. Erin Bauer,
Chair of Art and Music,
Associate Professor of Musicology
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INTERESTED IN THE ARTS AT MUSKINGUM? Art, Music,
and Theatre are sponsoring “Get Hooked on the Arts”
on Thursday September 18th for high school students.
From 9:30-1:30, students will get to find out more about
the arts programs at Muskingum, do hands on activities,
and meet current Muskies. This program is open to
individual students or high school groups—so if you
coordinate Art, Music, or Theatre programming at any
area high schools please help us spread the word or put
together a group to attend!

Register Here:
https://admission.muskingum.edu/register/25-arts



https://admission.muskingum.edu/register/25-arts

Senior Art majors Alex Carpenter, Logan Horton, and Oriana Krieg
showcased their talent and hard work in a successful capstone
exhibition—congratulations on this important milestone!

Congratulations to our senior music students on their recent achievements!
Music Education major Addie Young (percussion) delivered a successful
senior recital, while Music major Jackie Bradshaw completed a strong
capstone project as an apprentice with the Southeastern Ohio Symphony
Orchestra. Music Education majors John Logan Kasinecz (saxophone) and
James Lones (clarinet) presented their senior recitals last semester and
have been serving as student teachers this spring. Well done, all!

In Digital Media, Laney Hitchens, Parker Graf, Alissa Abercrombie, and Cassidy
Phillips presented their final projects from the internships. Alissa and Cassidy ~ GMT Senior Capstone: Seniors from all areas of Communication,
collaborated with departments at Muskingum University, Laney partnered ~ Media. and Theatre presented their capstone projects in
with a local real estate company, and Parker worked with NCAARD—each ~ Gommunication Studies. Journalism, Media Production, Sparts
gaining valuable real-world experience in the field. Communication, and Theatre.



FORENSICS
VALV <iovicask

The Forensics Team hosted its annual
showcase on April 15. The event featured
Outstanding Novice Albreah Triplett and
Most Valuable Speaker Alyssa Derry, each
of whom presented a performance piece.

A HARMONY PROJECT

The Muskingum University Concert Choir took the stage at the iconic
Schottenstein Center on May 1 as part of the Concert for Humanity—an
uplifting musical event that brought together choirs and performers from
across Ohio to promote unity, compassion, and hope.

With thousands in attendance and an atmosphere charged with emotion and
celebration, the Muskingum Concert Choir proudly represented its region,

sharing their voices in harmony with others for a cause greater than music
alone.

PUBLIC SPEAKING SCHOLALRSHID
COMDPETITION

The annual Fundamentals of Public Speaking Speech Competition took place on Wednesday, April 30. Students from each
section of COMM 200 were nominated to compete for scholarship awards based on excellence in speechwriting and delivery.

This year's winners impressed judges with their clarity, confidence, and creativity:
$200 Scholarship Recipients: Mikai Thiam, Katelinn Kinsey
$300 Scholarship Recipients: Samantha Larrick-Goodrich, Madeline Slosar
$400 Scholarship Recipient: Mia Amato
$500 Scholarship Recipient: Conner Hunter




THEATRE AWARDS & CMT ICE CREAM SOCIAL

On Thursday, May 1st, the Department of Communication, Media, and Theatre came together to celebrate a year of creativity,
dedication, and achievement. The Theatre Awards honored graduating seniors and recognized outstanding student
contributions. Congratulations to the following award recipients:

Alyssa Derry and Logan Moore

— Agnes Moorehead Scholarship
Ady Baesmann and August Niner
— Layton Memorial Scholarship Award
Cayden Nicholson

— Gleason Award

Desiré Correa

— Outstanding Performance

Ben Anderson and Kaylynn Yockey
— Outstanding Technician

Alex Dillon

—John Kuhn Award

Following the ceremony, students, faculty, and staff from
across the CMT community gathered for an ice cream social
to celebrate the end of another successful academic year.

SENIOR ATTENDS THE NATIONAL
KCACTF CONFERENCE: | %..r
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Desiré Correa attended the Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival National
Conference in Washington DC April 15-18th. Desiré was the regional winner for the Institute
for Theatre Journalism and Advocacy and joined a small cohort of students from around the
country for several days of plays, interviews, workshops, and special experiences to help
develop her skill as a theatre journalist. Desiré is the fourth national qualifier from
Muskingum in the past five years and the first to place in ITJA. She is graduating with a
double major in theatre and journalism this May.
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Students from Orbit Media presented “OrbitFest” as a part of Muskie “Pre-Palooza” April 12th. The students hosted live music
on the steps of John Glenn Gym, then retired to the theatre for a student film festival later in the evening.

orbit media
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OCMEA CHAPTER
LOOKS AHEAD

The Music Department’s OCMEA (Ohio Collegiate Music Education
Association) chapter recently gathered one final time to celebrate a
successful academic year and the achievements of “Music In Our
Schools Month.”

As part of the meeting, the chapter proudly announced its 2025-2026
officers:

President: Heather Dawson

Vice-President: Cassidy Brown Heather Dawson, president; Cassidy Brown, vice-
Secretary: Keeley Carter president, Keeley Carter, secretary; and Macy
Treasurer: Macy Morgan Morgan, treasurer.

With strong leadership in place and continued enthusiasm from its
members, the OCMEA chapter is already looking forward to another
impactful year of music education advocacy and engagement.

ALPHA PSI OMEGA

Four Theatre students were inducted into Alpha Psi Omega, the national
theatre honorary, on Tuesday April 22nd. Students were invited based
on their participation in shows and cumulative grade point average.
Congratulations to River Berger, Alex Dillon, Katelinn Kinsey, and Harley
Smith.

UGLY LIES THE BONE

The Theatre program’s spring show Ugly Lies the Bone was presented April 3rd-6th, and included a cast of seven, and crew of
eleven. Here are some photos from the show!




FALL 2025 09/18: Hooked on the Arts
09/25: Harsha Abeyaratne Piano Recital, 7:00 pm
10/10: Collage Concert, 8:00 pm
u P M I N 10/24: Choir & Wind Ensemble Concert, 7:00 pm
11/08: Instrumental YouthFest
wmg IC 11/15: Choral YouthFest

11/20: Chamber Ensembles Concert, 7:00 pm

11/22: Heather Dawson Senior Recital, 7:00 pm

11/23: Muskingum Valley Symphonic Winds Concert, 3:00 pm
11/24: Musical Theatre Ensemble Concert, 7:00 pm

12/05: Christmas Festival, 7:00 pm

Congratulations to our students in the Arts who earned awards at Muskingum’s Celebration of Excellence in April! These include
John Logan Kasinecz (Joyce Alesandrini Award for Exemplary Leadership and Amy B. Leiendecker Award in Music), Alyssa Derry
(E.L. Alesandrini Award for Excellence and Agnes Moorhead Scholarship in Theatre), Oriana Krieg (Mabel Woodrow Gill Art
Award and Prout Family Creative Award in Visual Arts), Cayden Nicholson (Gleason Memorial Award), Adyson Baesmann and
Augustus Niner (Layton Memorial Scholarship Fund), Alex Dillon (John McCance Scholarship in Broadcast Media), Logan Moore
(Agnes Moorhead Scholarship in Theatre), Logan Horton (Prout Family Creative Award in Visual Arts), Macy Morgan and Alaina
Snodgrass (Rivingston Vocal Scholarship), and James Lones (Emily Wasserman Music Scholarship). Congratulations also to the
Concert Choir for beautiful performances of “God of Wisdom, Truth, and Beauty” and “Eloyi.” Special thanks to Prof. Harsha
Abeyaratne for providing piano music for the event.

Graduqting Seniorsg Congratulations to our graduating majors! In Art:

Alex Carpenter, Logan Horton, and Cheyenne Riley.
In Digital Media Design: Laney Hitchens, Gloria
Mangold, and Grant Webster. In Music Education:

James Lones and John Logan Kasinecz. In Music:
Jackie Bradshaw. In Theatre: Desiré Correa and

A YOU DID IT Zane Ramirez. We'll miss you on campus but can’t
wait to see where you go from here!




The Art and Music Departments
came together on May 2nd for a
fun and relaxing year-end BBQ
outside Walter Hall. After a
whirlwind of classes, projects,
and performances, it was the
perfect chance for students and
faculty to unwind and celebrate.

SCHOLARSHIP PORTFOLIOS, MUSKINGUM
APPLICATIONS, AUDITIONS srvEraITY

Have you already applied and been accepted to attend Muskingum? You're eligible to apply for scholarships in the
arts! Login to your admission account for more details or contact Prof. Cassie King (Theatre), Prof. Daniel Strychacz
(Music), or Prof. Tom German (Art/Design).

PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS

Thinking about attending Muskingum University? We’d love to have you join
us! In the arts, we offer inspiring facilities, a contemporary and diverse
curriculum, and a welcoming community that meets you where you are and
provides opportunities to participate in our programs across the entire
campus community. We also offer scholarships for all levels of participation.
Learn more online and schedule a time to visit campus and experience our
close-knit community for yourself!

ALUMNI UPDATES FOLLOW US!

what vou've beew up to since leaving Facebook

Muskingum.  Send  a  brief update +to ) ,
D ¥ dn for inclusion | e Music at Muskingum
musicOmuskingum.edu for inclusion v am e Art at Muskingum

upcoming newsletter. e Muskingum University Theatre

Did  vou participate i theatre at
Muskingam? — All - majors,  mivors,  or _ _
participants of Wuskingum Theatre are * @muskingummusic
mvited to take this short survey +o let us * @musk!ngumart @
know what vou are up to these days: * @muskietheatre

Instagram

https://forms.office.com/r/cZYkwv0O8K4.
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