	Courses (cont’d)

PE 101: Concepts of Wellness (1 credit)

Develops an understanding of basic exercise physiology and physical training principles. This is a half-semester course.

PE Activity Courses (1 credit each)

All students must take a required two PE activity courses. These include a wide range of options, and are all half-semester courses.

LAE Area Requirements

Students may enroll in courses listed on the LAE sheet which are at a 100-200 level. Examples of topics include:

Religion

Philosophy

History

Political Science

Computer Science

Criminal Justice

Economics

Psychology

Sociology

Art

Music

Theatre

Geography

Literature (after ENGL 121 is completed)

	
	Learning Communities

We currently have three learning communities underway for the 2009 Fall semester. 

LC #1: ENGL 121, SPCO 200, and IDIS 100

LC #2: CHEM 111, MATH 190, and IDIS 100
Enrollment in these courses is limited, and they are scheduled in a block of classes.
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The first year of college is full of change, but at Muskingum, we try to meet the needs of our new students through appropriate scheduling, FYS classes, and many other related events. Our goal is to help the first year student feel at home, gain greater self-responsibility, and get on the right path for the academic future.

If you have any additional academic questions, please contact:

Emily J. Smith
Asst. to the Vice President for Student Services

ejsmith@muskingum.edu
(740)826-8035

You may also refer to this website for more information:

http://www.muskingum.edu/home/academicaffairs/firstyearprogram.html
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During this time of transition, you will be faced with many new experiences, ideas, and issues. The First Year Academic Program is designed to help you through this transitional period through leadership and guidance in the First Year Seminar course (IDIS 100) and related activities. 

FYS Mission:

· Campus-wide collaboration

· Successful transition to the academic expectations and campus life of college

· The education of the “whole person” as described in the Muskingum College mission

· Program improvement through continuous evaluation of data related to First Year academic achievement and campus engagement
Who teaches FYS?

FYS courses are taught by faculty instructors and one or more student mentors. Both faculty and student mentors are committed to helping students have a successful first year experience.

	
	
	
	
	

	FYS Course Topics:
	
	Typical Courses During the First Two Semesters
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	· Common reading experience

· Basic computer skills for the academic environment

· Successful study strategies for meeting higher academic expectations

· Library resources

· Campus resources

· Academic majors

· Developing a four-year plan

· Exploring issues related to socialization in the new environment

· Activities and events which will provide bonding experiences between faculty, students, college, and community

· Community service

· Study Abroad opportunities
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	Typically, students enroll in 12-15 credit hours each semester. Of those credit hours, you can expect to find some combination of the following during one of the two semesters of your first year:

IDIS 100: First Year Seminar (1 credit)

Taken by all incoming freshmen and 
transfer students. The course features varied 
readings, activities and assignments, and 
provides an overview of academic 
resources which lead to success at 
Muskingum. 
ENGL 121: English Composition (3 credits)

Provides an opportunity to improve written 
communication skills in a small class 
setting. Approximately half of the incoming 
freshmen will take this course in the fall, 
with the other half taking it in the spring. 
[Exceptions to this requirement are students required 
to complete ENGL 110: Fundamental English 
before taking ENGL 121, and students who place 
out of ENGL 121 through AP testing or the 
equivalent.]
SPCO 200: Fundamentals of Speech Communication (3 credits)

Develops knowledge of the basic 
principles, types, and theories of 
communication. In addition, emphasizes 
critical thinking and listening.

[When possible, is taken the same semester as 
ENGL 121]
	
	IDIS 150: Arts & Humanities in Western Culture (3 credits)

An interdisciplinary course designed to provide extensive background in the cultural landmarks of Western History. As with Composition, approximately half of the incoming students will take this course in the fall, while the other half take it in the spring.

Science Lab Courses (4 credits)

All students are required to have two science lab courses from the LAE listed options. Freshmen are strongly encouraged to take at least one of these courses during the first year at Muskingum.

Foreign Language Courses (4 credits)

Students who have a background in language from high school are encouraged to take a semester of French, Spanish, or German within the first semester or two while the knowledge is still fresh. The study of a foreign language is becoming increasingly important to many majors, and a semester course of language will fulfill one of two areas of the LAE.

 


